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Highlights

» Annual Patron's Address: Bridging the Gulf - The Role of the Academy

.' in the Development of the Law In this Address, given in the Banco Court in

W\ Brisbane, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Queensland spoke of the

- industry and insight of legal schelars, and the significance of their work to the
development and advancement of the law in Australia.
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» The 13th Annual Austin Asche Oration in Law and Governance Dr Anna
Cody, the Sex Discrimination Commissioner, gave this Address in Darwin. She
spoke about the fact that Australia has no Human Rights Act and therefore
relies on the continuing evolution of law, through legislation and the cormmon
law, to ensure that new ways of including all in our scciety, and ensuring
diverse perspectives, are reflected in the law.
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» The Law of Privacy Hosted by Norton Rose Fullbright Australia, this joint
Australian and UK event featured S senior lawyers in London and Sydney: a
judge, a practitioner, a former practitioner and two academics. They spoke
about the development of a law of privacy in English law and the current state
of Australian law, especially the proposed statutory tort of privacy and how it
might be strengthened to afford adequate protections.

» Annual Academy of Science and Australian Academy of Law Joint
Symposium The 2024 event, held in Canberra, discussed the challenge for the
& justice systemn of evaluating scientific evidence in the wake of the rapid pace
A‘ﬁéﬂg‘?ﬂﬁgf of scientific change and new discoveries. An expert panel of scientists and
Science lawyers, including two visiting academics from Denmark’s Aalborg University,
discussed the evolution of the way evidence is dealt with in the courts, along

with specific cases that illustrate the interface between science and justice.
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(@ o » Mechanisms in the Administrative Review Tribunal (ART) Bill to thwart
: f%'f . Robodebt-type maladministration Held in Melbourne. The incoming President
L‘:: X i of the ART, Justice Kyrou, described the ways in which the Bill is intended to

. prevent a repeat of the maladministration evidenced by Robodebt.
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of the Eora nation on whose land the office of the Secretariat is located.
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We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging
and to all First Nations Peoples.
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Message from the Patron

The Academy has continued its mission of
encouraging and enhancing connections
between the judiciary, the profession and
academia in 2024 through its many and varied
activities, events and publications. During the
year, | was delighted to write the Foreword
for, and to launch, one of those publications:
The Humanity of Law: Selected Essays of
James Allsop. At the time, | praised the book’s
contribution to our collective understanding of
the nature of law and the judicial process.

I commend the Academy for continuing to
provide a forum for informed discussion and

debate of current issues affecting our legal system. | also applaud the launch of
its latest Research Grant Scheme to provide funding for empirical, theoretical,

doctrinal or practical research.

Finally, | thank the President, the Honourable Alan Robertson AM, SC for his
tireless work in ensuring the Academy’s ongoing success.

/)

Stephen Gageler AC

Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia

(\\) Return to Contents
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Message from the President

The AALs events and other activities
throughout 2024 show our commitment
to advancing the discipline of law through
the promotion of excellence in scholarship,
research, education and the administration
of justice.

The AAL is not an inward-looking
organisation. As far as possible, the AALSs
seminars and lectures are widely advertised,
open to the public and also livestreamed.
Generally, admission to the AALs events is
free and recordings of the events or copies of
the papers are available on the AAL's website.
It constitutes a substantial resource.

In a year when geopolitical conflicts put the spotlight on institutions like
the International Court of Justice, leading International Law Professor Don
Rothwell led Fellows in a discussion of several high-profile cases.

We held a joint event with senior Australian and UK lawyers focusing on the
changing nature of the law of privacy in the two jurisdictions. The proposed
Commonwealth statutory tort to address serious invasions of privacy was
analysed.

We examined the new Administrative Review Tribunal and the way
it, and its legislation, are intended to work to prevent Robodebt-type
maladministration.

The AAL's annual joint symposium with the Australian Academy of Science
addressed the rapid advances in technological and scientific discovery and
discussed whether courts are keeping pace with these advances.

And, in this year’s 13th Annual Patron’'s Address, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Queensland, the Hon Helen Bowskill reminded us of the
importance of legal scholarship and the significance of academic work to
the development and advancement of law in Australia.

Our annual essay competition continues to attract a high standard of
scholarship and in 2024, we asked entrants to reflect on the watershed High
Court decision dealing with the validity of indefinite immigration detention.
(NZYQ v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs).

The AAL was again very pleased to award its First Nations Scholarship for a
First Nations final year law student. The amount of the award for 2024 was
$5000. The AAL also offers a Fellow as a mentor.

[... continued overleaf]
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The AAL again sponsored the National Paper Presentation Competition
at the Australian Law Students’ Association Conference in July. The prize
of A$1500 is the Michael Coper Memorial Prize. The AAL also provided
the judging panel.

The AAL published two books in 2024: the book of the papers delivered
at the 2023 Enduring Courts in Changing Times Conference: Celebrating
the Bicentenaries of the Supreme Courts of New South Wales and
Tasmania and an AAL-sponsored publication by The Federation Press,
The Humanity of Law: Selected Essays of James Allsop. Both books are
rich in scholarship.

Further details of these and other significant AAL activities in 2024 can
be found in these pages.

| take this opportunity to thank the Hon Stephen Gageler AC, Chief
Justice of Australia, for his support and encouragement as the AALs
Patron.

| commend the AALs fifth Annual Report to you.

L 024/~

Alan Robertson

President

(\0 Return to Contents
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VISION

Promoting understanding,

knowledge and respect for the

discipline of law and the rule of law
in Australia.

MISSION
AWARDS Connecting as Fellows individuals of
exceptional distinction from all parts

of the legal community to work
together for the advancement
of the the discipline of law
and the rule of law.

SCHOLARSHIP

The Australian Academy of Law achieves its Mission by promoting excellence,
ethical conduct and professional responsibility and legal education, by providing
scholarships and research grants towards those ends, and by promoting the
continuous improvement of the law and of the operation of the legal system.

DEBATE EXCHANGE

Holds Roundtable events for Fellows for Conducts public conferences and other events

constructive debate for the interchange and dissemination of ideas
and views

AWARDS RESEARCH

Awards prizes and scholarships to encourage Promotes legal research
legal learning at the tertiary level

PUBLISHING SCHOLARSHIP
Sponsors the publication of scholarly papers Offers an annual essay prize to promote
excellence in legal scholarship

% Return to Contents academyoflaw.org.au | 5



About the Academy of Law

The Australian Academy of Law (AAL) is now in its 18th year.

The AAL was founded in 2007 in response to an Australian Law
Reform Commission Report, Managing Justice: A Review of the
Australian Academy of Law Federal Civil Justice System (ALRC Report 89).

The Report included the following recommendation:

There is a need for an institution which can draw together the
various strands of the legal community to facilitate effective
intellectual interchange of discussion and research of issues of
concern, and nurture coalitions of interest. Such an institution
should have a special focus on issues of professionalism
(including ethics) and professional identity, and on education

and training.

There was broad acceptance of the need to foster connections between the
different branches of the legal profession — practitioners, academics and the
judiciary. The AAL was launched, with 36 Foundation Fellows.

The inaugural Patron was the then Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia,
the Hon Murray Gleeson AC. The second Patron was Chief Justice Robert French
AC, followed by the Hon Chief Justice Susan Kiefel AC. The High Court’s present
Chief Justice, the Hon Stephen Gageler AC, is the Academy'’s fourth patron.

The first President of the AAL was the Hon Robert Nicholson AO.

The Hon Kevin Lindgren AM, KC became President in November 2011.
His professional experience spanned all three categories of Fellow - legal
practitioner, academic and the judiciary — and the AAL began to become more
firmly established. The membership grew as did the number of Academy events
and conferences. He introduced the monthly newsletters that are still sent to all
Fellows.

A turning point in attracting wider recognition for the AAL was the inaugural
Patron’s Address in 2012. The then High Court Chief Justice, the Hon Robert
French AC, spoke about the need for more dialogue and interaction between
legal scholars, legal practitioners and the judiciary and the importance of the
Academy of Law in ‘bridging the gulf'

Dr Lindgren served as President until July 2020 when he retired from that office.
The Board then unanimously invited him to become a Life Fellow in recognition
of his tireless work for the AAL. The Hon Alan Robertson SC was elected as the
new President.

academyoflaw.org.au | 6



Each of the three Presidents to date has served as a judge of the Federal Court
of Australia.

The AAL remains committed to building bridges between each part of the legal
profession —and to providing a forum for cooperation, collaboration, constructive
debate and the effective interchange of views among all branches of the legal
community.

The membership continues to grow steadily as do the range of activities,
functions and events in a spirit of collegiality across the legal profession.

The directors and officeholders for the year 2024-25 are:

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

The Hon Alan Robertson AM, SC (President)
The Hon Tony Besanko KC (Deputy President)
Emeritus Professor Bee Chen Goh (Treasurer)
Emeritus Professor David Barker AM (Secretary and Public Officer)
Professor Philip Chung AM

Dr Nuncio D'’Angelo

The Hon John Digby KC

The Hon Judith Kelly AO

The Hon Duncan Kerr AO, Chev LH, SC

The Hon Kevin Lindgren AM, KC

Mr Russell Miller AM

The Hon Justice Janine Pritchard

The Hon Emeritus Professor Ralph Simmonds
Professor Natalie Skead

The Hon Pamela Tate AM, KC

Further details about the Academy’s structure and purpose are contained in the
Constitution available on the Academy’s website.

www.academyoflaw.org.au

\\) Return to Contents
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Profile of Membership

AAL Fellows are drawn from practising lawyers, legal academics and the judiciary across
Australia.

Prospective Fellows are nominated and invited based on exceptional distinction within
the discipline of law and commitment to the advancement of the discipline and to justice
according to the law. The Academy welcomed 21 new Fellows in 2024.

Academics 42%
Judiciary 32%

Practitioners 26%

There are three categories M Fellows - 39]
of membership:
Fellows (resident in
Australia); Overseas
Fellows; Life Fellows:

I Life Fellows -10

[ Overseas Fellows - 21

Percentage of
membership by
State and Territory
as at 31 December
2024 (excluding
Life Fellows and
Overseas Fellows):

academyoﬂaw.org.au | 8 % Return to Contents



New Fellows and Overseas Fellows

During 2024, the Academy welcomed the following distinguished lawyers as new
Fellows:

»  Dr Anna Cody, Sex Discrimination Commissioner and former Dean of the
School of Law, Western Sydney University

»  Professor Shawkat Alam, Professor of Law, Macquarie University

»  Professor Tanya Aplin, Professor of Intellectual Property Law, King's College
London

»  The Hon Justice Thomas Bradley, Supreme Court of Queensland

»  Emeritus Professor Michael Bryan, Emeritus Professor of Law, University
of Melbourne

»  Professor Kylie Burns, Griffith Law School
»  Professor Lisa Burton Crawford, University of Sydney Law School
»  The Hon Justice Catherine Button, Federal Court of Australia

»  Professor Gary Edmond, Professor, Faculty of Law and Justice, University
of New South Wales

» Professor Anne-Maree Farrell, Professor of Medical Jurisprudence,
Edinburgh Law School, University of Edinburgh

»  Dr Kate Galloway, Professor of Law

»  Professor Nicole Graham, Associate Dean Education, University of Sydney
Law School

»  Professor Jan McDonald, Professor, School of Law, University of Tasmania

»  The Hon Anna Mitchelmore, a Judge of the Supreme Court of New South
Wales and of the NSW Court of Appeal

»  Professor Justine Nolan, Professor and Director, Faculty of Law & Justice,
UNSW Sydney and Australian Human Rights Institute

»  Ms Elizabeth O'Shea, Principal Lawyer, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

»  Mr Nicholas Owens SC, now a Judge of the Federal Court of Australia
»  Professor Pauline Ridge, Professor, Australian National University

»  The Hon John Sackar AM, KC, Barrister

»  Emeritus Professor Warwick Sarre, Faculty of Law, University of South
Australia

»  Professor Ben Saul, Challis Chair of International Law, University of Sydney

» The Hon Helen Wood, a Judge of the Supreme Court of Tasmania

See the AAL website for lists of all Fellows:
www.academyoflaw.org.au/fellows

academyoflaw.org.au | 9 % Return to Contents
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Events and Activities

The Academy continues to cover a diverse range of subjects and issues through
its events. Recordings of many of the events as well as papers presented are
available on the website www.academyoflaw.org.au/events-and-videos

February 2024

ACT Event: This Fellows only Michael Coper Roundtable event featuring the
inaugural Commissioner of the National Anti-Corruption Commission, the

Hon Paul Brereton AM,

(above, left to right) The Hon Paul
Brereton, the Hon Mary Finn and
Mr Michael Murray

March 2024

RFD, SC

In this in-person event held at the High Court of
Australia, Mr Brereton spoke about the establishment
of the Commission. He discussed its jurisdiction
and the meaning of ‘corrupt conduct’ as well as the
Commission’s organisation and operations, including
referrals and assessment, powers, procedures and
protections, outcomes and reports. Emerging issues
and trends and corruption prevention were also
discussed. Mr Brereton emphasised that he is working
to build cooperative links with anti-corruption bodies
in neighbouring Pacific countries.

Victoria Event: Mechanisms in the Administrative Review Tribunal Bill to

Thwart Robodebt-Type

Maladministration

Held in Melbourne, this in-person and online event
focused on the Bills introduced into Parliament
in December 2023 to replace the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal with the Administrative Review
Tribunal. The Hon Justice Emilios Kyrou AO was
the speaker at this event. Justice Kyrou was the
President of the AAT and of the proposed Tribunal;
he is a judge of the Federal Court of Australia. He
spoke in detail about the mechanisms to prevent
future maladministration of the Robodebt type.

The commentator was Mr Albert Dinelli KC of the
Victorian Bar, and the event was chaired by the
Hon Pamela Tate AM, KC.

(above, left to right) Justice Mark Moshinsky,
Mr Albert Dinelli KC, Justice Emilios Kyrou AO,
the Hon Alan Robertson AM, SC and the Hon

Pamela Tate AM, KC

academyoflaw.org.au | 10
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Tasmania Event: Legal Issues relating to the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Voice

Fellows and other distinguished lawyers and some partners attended
this dinner event in Hobart where Academy President Alan Robertson
SC delivered a paper covering the Tasmanian aspects of the September
2023 Conference on the bicentenaries of the Supreme Courts. He also
spoke about the new Administrative Review Tribunal.

(right) The Hon Alan Robertson AM, SC

April 2024

NSW Event: /n conversation with Overseas Fellow
Desmond Browne CBE KC

Desmond Browne is a frequent visitor to Australia and has strong
local connections. He is a former Chairman of the Bar and former
Treasurer of Gray's Inn. In the Queens' Birthday Honours List
2020, he was appointed Commander of the Order of the British
Empire (CBE) for services to the Inns of Court and diversity at the
Bar. His practice centred on media law, particularly defa-mation
and privacy. The conversation ranged from defamation and
privacy to diversity in the profession and on the Bench.

(right) Mr Michael Murray, Mr Stephen Lloyd SC, Mr
Desmond Browne CBE, KC and the Hon Ruth McColl AO

ACT Event: Presentation on Genocide and the
International Court of Justice
This in-person Fellows only Michael Coper Roundtable
event was presented by Professor Donald Rothwell.
Professor Rothwell discussed three cases in the
International Court of Justice alleging genocide. He
made the point that it is unprecedented for the ICJ to be
involved in these high-profile genocide cases. The event
was chaired by Emeritus Professor Stephen Bottomley.
(above right) Emeritus Professor

Stephen Bottomley (left) and
Professor Donald Rothwell

May 2024

South Australia Event: Aspects of Commercial Arbitration

The AAL held this in-person and online free public seminar with the University
of Adelaide and the Resolution Institute.

The speakers were Ms Julia Dreosti, Counsel, Clifford Chance, the Hon Kevin
Lindgren AM, KC arbitrator and past President, Australian Academy of Law,
Mr Peter Kassapidis, lecturer and course coordinator of the Professional

[... continued overleaf]
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Certificate in Arbitration (the joint venture
between Resolution Institute and the University
of Adelaide). The speakers covered a range of
material including the benefits of arbitration over
litigation to resolve disputes, bridging the gap
between arbitration theory and practice, case
management, and the structure of arbitration
legislation. Mr Brendon Roberts KC provided the
commentary, and the event was chaired by the
Hon Tony Besanko KC, Deputy President of the
AAL.

(above) The Hon Tony Besanko KC introducing the speakers.
Left to right: Mr Brendon Roberts KC, Mr Peter Kassapidis,
Ms Julia Dreosti and the Hon Kevin Lindgren AM KC

June 2024

Western Australia Event: Corporate Culture: WA Higher Degree Research
Showcase Seminar

This event showcased the academic work of two higher degree research
students. Ms Rebecca Faugno spoke about the Court’s role in changing and
rehabilitating corporate culture specifically through the tools of probation and
injunctive orders. Ms Amy Salapak focused on the banking sector to explore the
term ‘culture’, what determines poor culture and what is required to foster ethical
culture. The event was chaired by Professor Sarah Murray, Law School, University
of Western Australia.

July 2024

National Event: Book Launch

Book Launch Publication of the proceedings of the joint event
with the AIJA and the ALJ: Enduring Courts in Changing Times.
The book was launched by the former Chief Justice of New
South Wales, the Hon Tom Bathurst AC, KC, in the Portrait
gallery outside the Banco Court in the NSW Supreme Court
building. It was also simultaneously launched by video link from
Hobart by the Hon Chief Justice Alan Blow AO, the Chief Justice
of Tasmania.

(left) Left to right, the Hon Robert French AC, former Chief Justice of
Australia; the Hon Tom Bathurst AC, KC, former Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of New South Wales; and the Hon Andrew Bell, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of New South Wales (see publication
details on page 22)

academyoflaw.org.au | 12



Queensland Event: Youth Justice in Queensland

This well-attended event was held in conjunction with the Bar Association of Queensland,
the Supreme Court Library Queensland and the University of Queensland as part of their
‘Current Legal Issues’ series.

The speakers were: Professor Tamara Walsh, The University of Queensland, TC Beirne
School of Law; Ms Natalie Lewis, Commissioner of the Queensland Family and Child
Commission; Magistrate Eoin Mac Giolla Ri, Beenleigh Magistrates Court; and Damian
Bartholomew, Youth Advocacy Centre. Her Honour Judge Deborah Richards, President
of the Childrens Court of Queens-land chaired the event which involved strong audience
engagement from the 200 attendees.

National Event: Australian Law Students’ Association Paper Presentation Competition

This AALsponsored competitioninvolves law studentschoosing asubjectandresearching,
writing and presenting their paper before a judging panel. The Hon Duncan Kerr AQO,
Chev LH SC, Professor Margaret Otlowski and Professor Gabrielle Appleby made up
this year's panel and the grand final was held in Hobart. The overall winner was Sameer
Mandhan from the Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand. The title of his paper
was ‘Putting Unfair Practices out to Pasture: An Analysis of New Zealand's Retirement
Village Industry Through a Consumer Law Lens. Sameer was awarded the Michael Coper
Memorial Prize. More details about the competition are in the Scholarships and Prizes
section of this report on page 19.

August 2024

Queensland Event: The Role and Running of Commissions of Inquiry

Thisin-person and online event featured the Hon Catherine Holmes AC,
the Hon Margaret White AO and Emeritus Professor Peter Coaldrake
AO, and was introduced by the Hon Justice Peter Applegarth AM. In
a wide-ranging discussion, the eminent speakers looked at the role
and value of commissions of inquiry in the Westminster system. They
covered who should lead an inquiry, the role of counsel assisting, the
pitfalls of celebrityandrelationswiththe media.Theyalsodiscussedthe
difficulties in offering procedural fairness within the time constraints
of an inquiry, relations with the commissioning government, issues of
privilege, variations across jurisdictions, obtaining and managing the
material, and recruiting and nurturing staff.

Western Australia Event: Contemporary Issues for the Venerable Charity Trust

Professor lan Murray, a lecturer in the UWA Law School, where he teaches in Taxation,
Corporations and Not-for-profit Law, spoke about contemporary developments for the
institution of the charitable trust and the new Charitable Trusts Act 2022 (WA) and reforms
In England and Wales allowing for reform of charitable trusts (applying from March 2024).
He discussed whether we could expect the same changes in Australia and examined the
Productivity Commission’s review of philanthropy and implications for charitable trusts.

The Attorney-General of Western Australia and Minister for Electoral Affairs, the Hon John
Quigley MLA, also spoke. He focused on the new Act, its ramifications and the policy
considerations that motivated the legislation. Mr Joshua Thomson SC chaired the event.

[... continued overleaf]
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(above) John McMillan AO (centre, left);
Andrew Podger AO (centre, right)

Vale the Hon Austin
Asche AC KC who
passed away in
December 2024 at the
age of 99. The Academy
will miss his presence at
the annual oration given

ACT Event: Michael Coper Roundtable —
Preserving Public Service Independence and
Impartiality

This in-person, Fellows only event featured
Mr Andrew Podger AO, a former Australian
Government Public Service Commissioner and
Departmental Secretary,and Honorary Professor
of Public Policy at ANU, and Emeritus Professor
John McMillan AO, a former Commonwealth
Ombudsman and Information Commissioner.

The discussion centred on Andrew Podger’'s recent paper
looking at further reform in the Australian Public Service and
a recent report by the Victorian Ombudsman looking at the
alleged politicisation of the public sector. The Roundtable
was chaired by Emeritus Professor Stephen Bottomley.

October 2024

Northern Territory Event: The 13th Annual Austin Asche Oration in Law
and Governance
Thisannual event is co-hosted with Charles Darwin University and honours the

service of the Hon Austin Asche AC KC to the people of the Northern Territory
and his contribution to the law, tertiary education and the community.

The speaker was Dr Anna Cody, Sex Discrimination Commissioner. The subject

in his name.

of her address was ‘Gender equality and protection for LGBTIQ+ communities:

(below) Dr Cody

-y

(above) The Hon Chief
Justice Bowskill

The role of law and strategies for change.’

The address pointed out that because there is no Human Rights Act in Australia,
we rely on the continuing evolution of law, through legislation and the common
law in order to ensure that new ways of including all in our society, and ensuring
diverse perspectives, are reflected in the law. While our legal profession, including
its leadership, is not reflective of the diversity of our broader community, there are
projects and approaches to the law which can provide an avenue for ensuring that
those who are most disadvantaged in our society have their ideas and approaches
reflected in the law. Dr Cody also discussed concepts of access to justice,
intersectionality, our legal profession and some green shoots for expanding how
we practise law.

National Event: The 13th Annual Patron’s Address delivered by the Hon Helen
Bowskill, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Queensland

The title of Chief Justice BowskKill's address was ‘Bridging the Gulf - The Role
of the Academy in the Development of the Law' The subject has special
significance because it comes twelve years after the inaugural Patron’s
Address, given by then High Court Chief Justice the Hon Robert French AC. He
emphasised the importance of the Australian Academy of Law in ‘bridging the
gulf’ by encouraging dialogue and interaction between legal scholars, legal
practitioners and the judiciary. In her Address, Bowskill CJ focused on the
significance of the industry and insight of legal scholars to the development
and advancement of the law in Australia by reference to judicial decisions at
all levels.

academyoflaw.org.au | 14



National and UK Event: The Law of Privacy

This free public seminar was hosted by Norton Rose Fullbright |
Australia and featured senior lawyers from Australia, England and
Wales. It examined the development of English law as a law of privacy
and looked at the current state of Australian law and how it might
be strengthened, if it is thought to afford inadequate protection
for privacy. The proposed Commonwealth statutory tort to address

serious invasions of privacy was analysed. (above) Professor David Rolph
(speaking); onscreen (left to
The speakers were: The Rt Honourable Lord Justice Warby of the right) Tom Blackburn SC and

Court of Appeal, joint editor of The Law of Privacy and the Media; Desmond Browne CBE, KC
Mr Tom Blackburn SC, whose practice in media law includes =
breach of confidence and privacy cases; Professor Emerita
Barbara McDonald, who headed the ALRC Inquiry into Serious
Invasions of Privacy in the Digital Era; and Professor David Rolph,
who specialises in media law.

The event was chaired by Desmond Browne CBE, KC, former Chair
of the Bar Council of England and Wales and formerly Joint Head
of 5RB Media Law Chambers in London.

November 2024

National Event: Academy of Science and Academy of Law Joint Symposium

The title of this year's annual event was ‘The uptake of science by the courts: are the science
and justice systems keeping pace?’

It is acknowledged that the pace of scientific and technological discovery is rapidly increasing,
and this has significant implications for how the justice system receives and evaluates
scientific evidence. An expert panel of scientists and lawyers discussed the evolution of how
evidence is dealt with in the courts, and specific cases that illustrate the interface between
science and justice.

The Academies welcomed two international guests to the Shine
Dome for this event - Professor Michael Toft Overgaard and
Professor Mette Nyegaard from Aalborg University in Denmark.

Former Chief Scientist of Australia, Professor lan Chubb AC
and expert evidence specialist Dr lan Freckelton AO KC of the
Victorian Bar examined the evolution of scientific discovery and
evidence, while Professors Michael Toft Overgaard and Mette
Nyegaard shared their experience in bringing cutting edge
scientific discovery to the second Inquiry into the convictions of
Ms Kathleen Folbigg that led to her exoneration.

Kirsten Edwards SC of the New South Wales Bar spoke on the
presentation of scientific evidence in courts. The Hon Chief Justice

Lucy McCallum, ACT Supreme Court, chaired the symposium.
(above) Kirsten Edwards SC,

Professor Mette Nyegaard and
Professor Michael Toft Overgaard
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Western Australia Event: Fellow and Friends seminar
on the Daily Nature of Judicial Life

This in-person event featured former Supreme
Court judge, The Hon Nicholas Hasluck AM KC in
conversation with Dr Michelle Evans-Bonner on the
realities of serving on the Bench. The fascinating
and thought-provoking conversation covered the
dilemmas and daily challenges faced by a judge from
pre-trial processes to the delivery of judgments and
the rigours of sentencing. It also questioned whether
formal judgments and discreet memoirs give us
sufficient details about judicial habits and discussed
whether we need further glimpses of the hustle and
bustle of a workaday judge in action.

(above) The Hon Nicholas Hasluck AM, KC
and Dr Michelle Evans-Bonner

Spotlight National Event

The Humanity of Law Book Launch

The Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia, the Hon Stephen
Gageler AC, launched the book The Humanity of Law: Selected
Essays of James Allsop, edited by Dr Ruth Higgins SC and Mr
Kevin Connor SC of the New South Wales Bar.

The Hon Alan Robertson SC, President of the AAL, hosted the
event, held on 27 November 2024.

The Academy sponsored, and The Federation Press published,
this volume of papers given by James Allsop, the former Chief
Justice of the Federal Court of Australia who has been a strong
supporter of the AAL.

This publication was subsidised by Academy Fellow Alan
Archibald KC through the Alan and Mary-Louise Archibald
Foundation.

(above) The Hon James Allsop

Chief Justice Gageler wrote the Foreword, in which he praised James Allsop as an
intellectual leader:

His intellectual legacy is to be found in part in his many scholarly

- ”LM:\\\:\I.H and handsomely crafted reasons for judgment which adorn the

“ pages of the NSW Law Reports and the Federal Court Reports. It is
to be found in part in his deeply reflective extra-curial writings on
the nature of law and the judicial process. Of his extra-curial writings,

those in the book are a fine collection.
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The ChiefJusticealsocommendedthe book’scontribution
to the collective understanding of the nature of law and
the judicial process:

[James Allsop] shows us that the majesty and
beauty of the judicial formulation of legal
principle within the common law tradition lies
less in the ability of the judge to capture those

few discrete lessons of lived experience that are

1 e
(above) Left to right, Gageler CJ, Bell CJ, and .

) o two former CJs, the Hon James Allsop AC and
myriad aspects of the human condition that the Hon Michael Black AC ‘

reducible to a syllogism or an aphorism, than in

the capacity of the judge to acknowledge the

defy definition or confinement.

Such is the value and significance of this book that there is interest from outside Australia
in translating it for a substantial non-English speaking readership.

Scholarship, Essay Competition
and Prizes
Scholarship

The 2024 recipient of the First Nations Scholarship was
Kyle Fox, a proud Wiradjuri man who was completing the
final year of a Bachelor of Laws/Criminology and Criminal
Justice Degree at the University of New South Wales.

The $5000 award is designed to help an Indigenous
student through the arduous final year of a Law degree
and is made possible through the generosity of donors to
the Academy'’s Public Fund. It also offers the assistance of
an AAL Fellow as a mentor.

Kyle Fox is living on Dharawal country and has extended
family members living on Wiradjuri country in Dubbo
and Cowra in the central west of New South Wales. He
expressed gratitude to the AAL for the scholarship, which
he said would help fund his final year studies and give him
a financial basis to work towards his ambitions for the Bar

(above) Kyle Fox and family with AAL
President, the Hon Alan Robertson AM, SC

and the work of a barrister. §
Justice Tony Besanko, Federal Court of Australia (Chair); Justice Louise Taylor, Supreme
Court of the Australian Capital Territory; and the Hon Kevin Bell AM, KC, former judge of
the Supreme Court of Victoria and former Commissioner, Yoorrook Justice Commission,

Victoria, made up the 2024 Judging Panel.
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Essay Competition

Two essays shared the $10,000 award in the 10th year of the Academy’s annual
Essay Competition. The 2024 question was based on the 2023 High Court
decision in NZYQ v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural
Affairs, which overturned a 20-year legal principle dealing with the legality
of indefinite immigration detention.

Essay entrants were asked to use the decision as the basis to address the law
of preventative detention in Australia. They were asked to assess whether
it was fit for purpose and if not, to discuss how and by reference to what
principles it should be reformed.

Both winning essays took issue with the watershed High Court decision
but from different viewpoints. The winners were UNSW Law academic and
former Rhodes Scholar, Ashleigh Barnes, and three recent University of
Sydney graduates: Zachary Gomes, Aryan Mohseni and Charlie Ward.

The judging panel of former High Court Justice, the Hon William Gummow
AC, KC; former judge of the Victorian Court of Appeal, the Hon Pamela Tate
AM, KC; and Federal Court judge the Hon Justice Stephen McDonald, said:

The two winning essays were chosen because of the high
standard of scholarship they demonstrated and their

intellectual rigour.

The winning essays will be published in the Australian Law Journal in 2025.
They are also available on the AAL website:

https://academyoflaw.org.au/Essay-Prize

(above) Joint Essay prize winners Zachary Gomes, Aryan Mohseni
and Charlie Ward with the President of the AAL.
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Michael Coper Memorial Prize

This AAL-sponsored prize is awarded to the overall winner of
the Australian Law Students’ Association Paper Presentation
Competition, which involves researching and writing a legal
essay and then presenting it to a panel of judges. Competitors
compete individually and select their own legal topic. The
panel may ask questions during and after the presentation
to explore a competitor’s depth of knowledge in their chosen
subject area. Competitors are then assessed on the essay and
the presentation.

The Hon Duncan Kerr AO, Chev LH, SC, Professor Margaret
Otlowski and Professor Gabrielle Appleby made up this year's
panel and the grand final was held in Hobart. Entrants explored
numerous areas of law, including regulating blockchain and
gender-based violence in the digital era. Sameer Mandhan
from Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand won
the Michael Coper Memorial Prize with his paper, ‘Putting
Unfair Practices out to Pasture: An Analysis of New Zealand'’s
Retirement Village Industry Through a Consumer Law Lens'.

(above) From the semi-final round:

Top Row (left to right) Jasmine Grian (Canberra Law Students’
Society), Sameer Mandhan, Victoria University of Wel-lington.

Bottom Row (left to right) Abbigail Owsley (University of Waikato),
Kai Mitchell, (Australian National University), Isabelle Patch
(University of Canterbury), Neil Hutton (University of Auckland).
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Michael Coper AO, FAAL
(1946-2019) was a prominent
Australian legal academic

and constitutional lawyer. His
contributions to legal education,
constitutional law, and legal
history have left a lasting legacy.
He was one of the founding
academics of the UNSW Law
School, and later Professor of
Constitutional Law and Dean

of the ANU College of Law

and Robert Garran Professor

of Law (1998-2012), Chair of

the Council of Australian Law
Deans and Vice President of the
International Association of Law
Schools. He was a Foundation
Fellow of the AAL. He was
appointed as Professor Emeritus
of the ANU in 2017.

4y

In 2018 Michael Coper was
appointed an Officer of

the Order of Australia for
distinguished service to legal
education and to the law,

as an academic, author and
administrator, through his
advisory roles and contribution
to safety standards in the
transport industry.
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EXPERT EVIDENCE
LAN FRECKELTON AD KC

SEVENTH EDITION

2024
MILLER'S

Auitrailan Compatition sad
Conmumed Law Anhotated

BUSIELL V MILLES

2024 Publications

Aselection of publications by AAL Fellows as author, co-author or contributor.

» Veterans’ Entitlements and Military Compensation Law

(Fourth Edition)
Robin Creyke and Peter Sutherland

This is the only book devoted to the law on veterans’ entitlements
and military compensation in Australia. The 4th edition covers
all of the recent major reports into the veterans’ law and military
compensation system and includes annotations of all relevant
High Court, Federal Court and Administrative Appeals Tribunal
decisions on the two Acts. The book is an important reference
for all those assisting veterans to obtain their entitlements to the
pensions and benefits available to those who have served their
country, be they ex-service organisations, Tribunal members, legal
practitioners or Departmental officials. (Publisher: Federation
Press)

» Expert Evidence, Seventh Edition
Dr lan Freckelton AO KC

This book is considered the first resort for analysing the complex
law and practice surrounding expert witnesses and expert
evidence in personal injury, commercial, criminal and family
law litigation. It has been cited for over two decades by superior
courts in Australia, New Zealand and other countries and is the
leading international work on its subject. The 7th edition has
been updated to incorporate new case law from the High Court
of Australia, and State Supreme Courts, the Canadian Supreme
Court and the New Zealand Supreme Court and Court of Appeal.
It includes revised chapters to incorporate developments on
DNA testing, statistical and probability evidence and evidence by
psychiatrists and psychologists as well as updated chapters on
nursing evidence and medical evidence, including relevant case
law. (Publisher: Thomson Reuters Australia)

» Miller’s Australian Competition and Consumer Law
Annotated (46th Edition)
Russell V Miller

This text is regarded as the essential resource on the Competition
and Consumer Act 2010 and is described by former ACCC Chair, Rod
Sims AO, as ‘the indispensable guide to competition and consumer
law'. The 46th edition contains the competition and consumer law
with judicial interpretation and practical information, up to date
to 1 January 2024. It includes over 350 updates - 300 to existing
annotations and 50 new - including over 85 Court, Tribunal and
ACCC decisions plus the latest statutory amendments. (Publisher:
Thomson Reuters Australia)
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» Issues in Australian Constitutional Law

» Confidentiality in Litigation: Undertakings, Privilege and Open Justice

» Military Law in Australia (Second Edition)

» The Unruly Ocean: Law and Justice in the World’s Oceans, Seas
and Shorelines

John Griffiths and James Stellios

This collection of essays and commentaries is the second volume in a series
which brings together many of Australia’s leading authorities on Australian
constitutional law to pay tribute to Professor Leslie Zines' enduring legacy. The
former Dean of ANU College of Law, Professor Zines was regarded as one of
Australia’s foremost experts on constitutional law. Contributors to this second
volume include a number of current and former judges, leading scholars,
leading counsel, renowned journalists, and the Solicitor-General of Australia.
Professor James Stellios FAAL of the ANU Law School, Australian National
University, and the Hon Acting Justice John Griffiths of the NSW Court of
Appeal edited the collection. (Publisher: The Federation Press)

G E Dal Pont

The book covers, in a dedicated and comprehensive fashion, confidentiality in
discovery, confidentiality by way of privilege, and the confidentiality inherent
in closed court, suppression and non-publication orders. The publisher notes
that the subject matter is particularly significant given, among other events,
the media's disregard of the Victorian County Court’s suppression and non-
publication orders in the widely publicised Pell case as well as legislative
developments seeking to promote the principle of open justice. (Publisher:
Lexis Nexis)

Robin Creyke, Dale Stephens, Peter Sutherland

This book covers contemporary legal practice in a military context. It is
written by experts drawn from the profession, including legal academics,
legal practitioners within Defence, barristers and public lawyers in
government and the private sector. The First Edition in 2019 was the first
comprehensive book on military law in Australia for nearly a century,
filling a hitherto neglected area of jurisprudence. The Second Edition
updates original chapters and covers several new areas of Defence
interest, including command responsibility, freedom of information,
Defence procurement, peace operations and Australia’s export control
and weapons review regime. (Publisher: The Federation Press)

Erika Techera and Joy McCann

This book introduces readers to the history of human societies and the
way they have sought to control, use and exploit our oceans, seas and
shorelines in different geographical and cultural contexts. It examines it i
the development of the modern international legal regime - the law of SERS K LS
the sea, maritime law, marine environmental and pollution law, fisheries
regulation, and underwater cultural heritage law. The authors also explore
current ideas for reimagining a legal regime that restores the health of our
oceans and offers a more holistic, transboundary, rights-based approach
to ocean governance. (Publisher: Routledge)

THE UNRULY DCEAN
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» Control of Government Action: Text, Cases and Commentary
(Seventh Edition)
Robyn Creyke, Matthew Groves, John McMillan, Mark Smyth

This book provides clear, detailed coverage of the legal controls on
government decision-making in each Australian jurisdiction, supported
by extracts from legislation, cases and commentary. It covers the
public law concepts and theories that influence government decision-
making and administrative review, and the different roles played by
Control of o courts, tribunals, ombudsmen and other review bodies. The updated
Governmant Action : edition covers developments in legislation and case law including;
' comprehensive analysis of the legislation and principles governing
the new Commonwealth Administrative Review Tribunal, implications
of the landmark High Court decision NZYQ limiting federal power to
detain refugee seekers, and the impact on government administration
of Robodebt and the warnings for administrative law about reliance on
automated decision-making. (Publisher: Lexis Nexis)

» The Humanity of Law: Selected Essays of James Allsop
Ruth Higgins SC and Kevin Connor SC (editors)

The Academy of Law sponsored this publication which wasalso subsidised
by Academy Fellow Alan Archibald KC on behalf of the Trustee for Alan
and Mary-Louise Archibald Foundation. The book is divided into six parts
and contains 18 papers, speeches and chapters which cover the nature
of law and public power, the profession and judiciary, and substantive
aspects of equity, statute, commercial, and maritime law. The result is a
book that reveals the continuities and evolution of Allsop’s thinking, and
his significant contribution to public life. As the editors, Dr Ruth Higgins
SC and Mr Kevin Connor SC, state in their introduction:

T'he Australian Academy of Law

A pervasive concern of the Honourable James Allsop AC, in

both his judicial and extra-judicial writings, has been the

= :
¢ ¢ pursuit of the often ineffable, but always necessary, human

element in the law.

\ (Publisher: The Federation Press) Details of the launch are on page 16.

» Enduring Courts in Changing Times: Celebrating the 2024

_ Bicentenaries of the Supreme Courts of New South Wales and
| ENDURING COURTS Tasmania

IN CHANGING TIMES This publication collates the papers presented at the two-and-a-half-day

Celebeiing the 204 Bcustemates conference celebrating the 200-year milestone of the Supreme Courts

of the Sapreste Cearts of of NSW and Tasmania. The September 2023 Conference featured a wide

Nerw Somth Wales and Tasmania . . . . . . .

range of judicial and academic speakers and it was jointly sponsored by

the Academy of Law, the AIJA and the ALJ. It was held with the support

and participation of the Chief Justices of Australia, New South Wales

and Tasmania. (Publisher, Australian Academy of Law; Prepress and
production by Dr Trischa Mann)
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Committee Reports

Governance
Chair, Dr Nuncio D’Angelo

The principal role of the Governance Committee is to ensure that the Academy and
its governing organs continue to maintain a contemporary approach to governance
that is appropriate for a not-for-profit organisation particularly regarding ethical
decision-making and charitable fundraising and expenditure. This includes
reviewing and ensuring the Academy’s compliance with relevant laws, considering
legal risks to which the Academy might be exposed (including in relation to
directors’ duties and conflicts of interest), providing a forum for members of the
Academy to raise concerns about the governance of the Academy, and liaising
with other committees on matters of intersection in relation to governance.

I was honoured to be appointed Chair of this Committee in May 2024 and,
in consultation with the other members, set the agenda for a refresh, which
includes updating and modernising the Academy’s policies on a range of matters,
improving guidance materials for the directors and revising and updating the
Terms of Reference of this and other committees.

The first major task was preparing the Academy’s response to a mini audit by
the Australian Taxation Office (‘ATO’) on the Academy’s very valuable Deductible
Gift Recipient (or ‘DGR’) status. This was a substantial task that involved several
members of the Committee and other directors. We were ably assisted by our
Secretariat, Ms Kylie Cooke. Pleasingly, the ATO was satisfied with the response
and DGR status was retained.

During 2024 the Committee also revised and substantially updated the Academy's
‘Information Pack for Directors’, which is given to all new directors as part of
their appointment and describes the role, responsibilities and expectations of a
director of the Academy under, in particular, the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), the
Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission Act 2012 (Cth), the Academy'’s
Constitution and the general law.

Membership
Chair, the Hon John Digby KC

A prospective Fellow must be nominated by a current Fellow and be supported
by a seconder. The Membership Committee assesses each nomination according
to the eligibility criteria set out in the Academy’s Constitution - that a nominated
person is of exceptional distinction in the discipline of law and demonstrably
committed to the objects of the Academy. The Committee recommendations
are then made to the Academy’s Board, which is also provided with the relevant
supporting documents. Nominations are submitted by the end of August each
year and the election process is completed by the end of each calendar year.
Once elected Fellows receive an official invitation from the Board which must be
accepted and accompanied by payment of their subscription.

During 2024, 21 distinguished lawyers, including two from overseas, became
Fellows of the Academy.
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Finance

Chair, Emeritus Professor Bee Chen Goh

The Treasurer chairs the Finance Committee, which isresponsible for the management
of the Academy'’s financial affairs. This Committee collaborates closely with the office
bearers and other committees for a smooth functioning of the Academy'’s financial
operations. For best practice, the Academy has continued with an Annual Budget to
guide its income and expenditure. The financial position of the Academy is in a robust
state, as shown by the Financial Statements of Financial Year 2024.

At the end of each financial year, the Finance Committee also ensures the production
of the annual audited accounts and Financial Statements for approval at the Annual
General Meeting. Regular Finance meetings are held in advance of Board meetings
to facilitate preparation of Minutes as well as accompanying monthly financial
documents to be provided to the Board for consideration.

Website and Communications
Chair, Professor Philip Chung AM

The Website and Communications Committee of the Australian Academy of Law
is responsible for overseeing the Academy’s public communications, primarily
through its website, as well as newsletters, circulars, reports, and other publications.
The core objective of the Committee is to maintain an accessible and informative
online presence that supports the Academy’s mission and facilitates community
engagement. Additionally, the Committee ensures that the website serves as a public
record of the Academy’s governance, financial, and membership information, while
also promoting prizes, essay contributions, and AAL events.

Inthe second halfof2024,the Committee focussed ontheredesignandredevelopment
of the AAL website, including a proposal to migrate to a new website and member
management platform. The new website will replicate the current functionality while
introducing enhancements such as a modern, integrated system, a more user-friendly
content editor, and an increased capacity to manage member and non-member
records. It is expected to be rolled out in the first half of 2025.

Prizes and Scholarships
Chair, the Hon Pamela Tate AM, KC

The Committee oversees the Academy’s awarding of prizes and scholarships.

In 2024, the annual essay competition was in its 10th year. The Committee met early
in the year and recommended the essay topic to the Board. The question was based
on the 2023 High Court decision in NZYQ v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and
Multicultural Affairs, which overturned a 20-year legal principle dealing with the
legality of indefinite immigration detention.

Essay entrants were asked to use the decision as the basis to address the law of
preventative detention in Australia and were asked to assess whether it was fit for
purpose and if not, to discuss how and by reference to what principles it should be
reformed.
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Two essays shared the $10,000 prize and the judges were impressed with the high
standard of legal scholarship displayed by all the entrants.

It was equally pleasing in 2024 to see the awarding of the fourth First Nations
Scholarship to a student in the final year of a Law degree. The 2024 award recipient
was proud Wiradjuri man, Kyle Fox who was completing the final year of a Bachelor
of Laws/Criminology and Criminal Justice Degree at UNSW.

The AAL sponsors the Michael Coper Memorial Prize which is awarded to the
winner of the Paper Presentation Competition run by the Australian Law Students’
Association (ALSA). The 2024 winner of the $1500 prize was Sameer Mandhan from
Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand for his paper; Putting Unfair Practices
out to Pasture: An Analysis of New Zealand's Retirement Village Industry Through a
Consumer Law Lens.

Further details about the Scholarship and Prizes can be found on pages 17-19 of this
Report.

Research and Expenditure
Chair, the Hon Alan Robertson AM, SC

One of the Committee’s early initiatives was the $5,000 First Nations Scholarship,
awarded for the fourth time in 2024 to a First Nations final year law student. (See
details on page 17 of this Report.)

The Committee also supported the AALs sponsorship of the publication of the
book of essays by James Allsop, the former Chief Justice of the Federal Court,
The Humanity of Law. This volume was published by the Federation Press in 2024
and was launched in November by Chief Justice Gageler in the Ceremonial Court,
Federal Court, Sydney.

The other volume published by the AAL in 2024 was the proceedings of the joint
event with the AIJA and the ALJ: Enduring Courts in Changing Times. This book was
published by the AAL, with excellent editorial work by Dr Trischa Mann.

It was launched by the Hon Tom Bathurst AC KC on Tuesday 16 July 2024 in the
Portrait Gallery, Banco Court on Level 13, Supreme Court of New South Wales. Chief
Justice Alan Blow AO also launched the book, by videolink, from Hobart.

The Board accepted the Committee’'s recommendation again to give $5,000 to
support the Australasian Legal Information Institute (AustLII).

The Committee met twice in 2024, once on 9 April and again on 9 December.

The 9 December meeting was taken up with considering the proposed Australian
Legal Convention in 2025 and the subject-matters that had been suggested by
that Organising Committee. The President wrote to that Committee suggesting
additional topics.

In 2025 the Committee expects to seek applications by scholars, including
practitioners, for financial support for particular research projects to be undertaken.
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Secretary’s Report

Emeritus Professor David Barker AM

The year 2024 was one of consolidation after the 2023 relocation of the Academy’s
Secretariat to new premises in the New South Wales Supreme Court building.

The administration of the Academy, with its nationwide distribution of more than
400 members, relies on the voluntary work of its office bearers, particularly the
President, along with extremely efficient support from a part-time Secretariat of one
person, Ms Kylie Cooke.

It should be recognised that all members of the Academy’s Board of Directors are
subject to the Australian Institute of Directors guidelines for the discharge of their
duties with due care and diligence. This means that while they are not required to have
expert knowledge, they are expected to understand key regulatory requirements
which might raise compliance issues that necessitate further inquiry or action.

Examination of the minutes of both the Academy Board meetings and the various
Academy committees illustrates the conscientious way Board members undertake
their various responsibilities in this capacity.

This is especially reflected in the more wide-reaching role of the Governance
Committee under the newly appointed chair, Dr Nuncio D’Angelo. One of the major
demands of the Committee is a requirement by the Australian Charities and Not-for-
profit Commission (ACNC) for an in-depth report of the activities of the Academy in
respect of the charitable responsibilities placed upon it by the Regulator.

The annual requirements placed upon the Academy to fulfil all its reporting
obligations to its members in the reports incorporated in the Annual General
Meeting, together with its Annual Report to the ACNC, should be acknowledged as
a strong reflection of the efficient manner by which the Academy administers its
governance responsibilities.

Reporting Periods

The Academy’s Committee reports and reports of activities and events cover the
calendar year2024.The financial accounts are presented according to the accounting
period (the financial year from 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024).

Charities Commission Compliance

It isappropriate to note that the Academy continues to comply with the requirements
of the ACNC.

The Academy'’s Financial Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2024
are set out in abbreviated form here. For a complete set of statements
including Auditor’s notes, please either (1) clickonthe words ‘Registered
as a Charity’ which appear above the Charity Tick at the foot of every
page on the Academy’s website https://academyoflaw.org.au/ or (2)
search for ‘Australian Academy of Law’ at the Australian Charities and
Not-for-Profit Commission at www.acnc.gov.au
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Financial Statements

Australian Academy of Law (A company limited by guarantee)

ABN 19 127 640 466

Statement of Profit or Loss for year ended 30 June 2024

Sales revenue

Interest

Expenses

Other expenses

Profit for the year

2024
$

203,272
203,272
14,659

217,930

205,923

205,923

12,007

Balance Sheet for year ended 30 .June 2023

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents

Total current assets

Total assets

Current liabilities
Trade and other payables

Other current liabilities

Total current liabilities
Total liabilities

Net assets

Equity
Retained earnings

Total equity
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2024
$

505,830
505,830

505,830

7,973
96,975

104,947
104,947

400,883

400,883
400,883

2023
$

203,912
203,912
2,017

205,929

122,054

122,054

83,875

2023

483,721
483,721

483,721

7,452
87,394

94,845
94,845

388,876

388,876
388,876
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Statement of Changes in Equity for year ended 30 June 2024

Retained earnings
Opening retained earnings
Net profit

Total equity
Balance as at 1 July 2022
Profit

Statement of Cash Flows for year ended 30 June 2024

Cash flows from operating activities
Receipts from Customers

Payments to Suppliers

Interest Received

Net cash provided by/(used in)
operating activities

Cash flows from financing activities

Net Increase/(Decrease)
in Trade and Other Payables

Net cash provided by/(used in)
financing activities

Net increase/(decrease)
in cash and cash equivalents held

Cash and cash equivalents
at beginning of year

Cash and cash equivalents
at end of financial year

2024
$

388,876
12,007

400,883

388,876
12,007

400,883

2024
$

203,272

(205,923)
14,659

12,007

10,102

10,102

22,109
483,721

505,830
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2023
$

305,001
83,875

388,876
305,001

83,875
388,876

2023

203,912

(122,054)
2,017

83,875

(7,368)

(7,368)

76,507
407,214

483,721



Income Statement for the Year Ended 30 June 2024

Revenue
Membership Fees
Donations Received
Reimbursements

Event & Project Fees

Expenses

Accountancy Fees

Audit Fees

Bank Charges

Conferences, Events & Teleconference Expenses
Consultants - Annual Report, Media
Consultants - IT, Website, Digital
Consultants - Projects

Donations Paid

Filing Fees

Insurance

Prizes & Scholarships

Secretariat Fees & Costs
Subscriptions

Travelling Expenses

Other income

Interest Received

Net profit

Retained earnings, beginning of financial year

Retained earnings, end of financial year

0\0 Return to Contents
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2024
$

135,978
11,800
2,332
53,162
203,272

3,900
1,636
363
59,709
19,185
1,725
8,591
5,000
387
1,753
16,364
67570
274
9,466
205,923

14,659

12,007
388,876
400,883

2023

175,135
19,785
8,701
290

203,912

4,195
1,800
579
19,104
8,826
842
7125
5,000
1,590
25,000
45,343
2,651
122,054

2,017

83,875
305,001
388,876
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Plans for the Future

Events

The Academy will continue its mission of encouraging and enhancing
connections between the judiciary, the practiscing profession and academia.

The themes for coming events will aim to reflect current legal issues:

»  Making the practice of the law more efficient: short form judgments;
harmonisation of Rules of Court; use of audiovisual hearings

»  The impact of Al on legal practice

»  Legislative drafting

»  Whistleblower protection

»  Ch lll of the Commonwealth Constitution and detention
»  Sentencing and comparative approaches to sentencing
»  Judicial immunity

»  Suppression orders

»  Compulsory voting

The Chief Justice of Victoria the Hon Richard Niall has agreed to give the 2025
Annual Patron’s Address in October in Melbourne.

The Academy also looks forward to participating in the Australian Legal
Convention in November 2025 at the High Court in Canberra.

Activities

The AAL has launched its Research Grant Scheme for 2025. The amount
available for 2025 is $25,000. The research may be empirical, theoretical,
doctrinal or practical. The grant criteria are:

» the extent to which the proposed research accords with the
AALs objects

» itsimportance
»  its originality
» its feasibility and its value for money.

The amount of each grant will depend on the nature and quality of the
applications both individually and comparatively. Nevertheless, individual
grants might be in the order of $5,000. Approved projects should finish by
31 December 2025.

The annual First Nations Scholarship will be offered for the fifth time and has
been increased from $5000 to $6000. The scholarship continues to be made
possible through generous donations to the Academy’s Public Fund.

The annual Essay Prize is now in its 11th year and continues to attract a high
standard of research and scholarship. The 2025 question asks entrants to
address vicarious liability with reference to the 2024 High Court judgment Bird
v DP [2024] HCA 41, and consider the need for a legislative response and the
possible scope of such a response.
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The Michael Coper Memorial Prize is expected to be awarded again in
2025. In memory of Emeritus Professor Michael Coper, the prize goes to
the winner of the annual Legal Paper Presentation Competition run by the
Australian Law Students Association.

The Academy will continue its annual donation to AustLIl, a service operated
jointly by the University of New South Walesand the University of Technology.
Its purpose is to improve access to justice through comprehensive online
legal information and this purpose accords with many of the Academy'’s
objectives.

Cooperation

The annual joint symposium with the Academy of Science will continue as
a valuable combination of legal and scientific perspectives.

The AAL is always keen to collaborate with other legal institutions and
organisations to encourage and facilitate debate and discussion among
Fellows and among the wider public.

Governance

The Academy continues to enjoy having an office space in the NSW
Supreme Court's Hospital Road building and remains grateful to the Hon
Andrew Bell, Chief Justice of New South Wales for providing the facility.

It will be necessary for the AAL to apply to renew its listing as a specific
education recipient of deductible gifts in the table set out in s 30-25(2) of
the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth). The purpose of the listing is so
that donations made to the Academy continue to qualify as tax deductible
in the hands of the donor (DGR status).

Membership

The Academy encourages Fellows to consider distinguished lawyers who
are suitable for nomination as a Fellow. The eligibility criteria are that the
person is of exceptional distinction in the discipline of law and demonstrably
committed to the objects of the Academy.

All Fellows are encouraged to look broadly to nominate candidates and to
consider candidates from diverse backgrounds.

General

In all it does, the Australian Academy of Law continues to be guided by
its founding objectives and its mission of connection: providing a bridge
between the Australian judiciary, the practising profession and academia.
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Thanks

The Academy thanks each of the Directors, the officeholders, the Chairs of
each of the committees and the members of these committees.

| thank everyone who has spoken at the Academy’s events in 2024. All have
given freely of their time.

Thank you also to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New South Wales
for housing the Academy since September 2023.

The Academy thanks Ms Kylie Cooke, the Secretariat, who took over in
September 2023 and has run the Academy’s affairs with great efficiency
since then.

The part-time Secretariat provides our only administrative assistance: the
rest is done by Fellows themselves.

The Academy also notes the generosity of the donors to the AAL and thanks
them for their contributions. Those contributions were, in part, used to
establish the First Nations Scholarship which was offered again in 2024.

Those contributions have also supported the publication of the two books
referred to earlier in this Report.

I thank the Hon Stephen Gageler AC, Chief Justice of Australia, for his support
and encouragement during 2024 as the AALs Patron.

Alan Robertson

President
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Australian Academy of Law Secretariat
c/- NSW Supreme Court

Level 5, Law Courts Building

184 Phillip Street

Sydney NSW 2000

ABM 12127 640 466
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Australian Academy of Law Secretariat
GPO Box 3

Sydney NSW 2001
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