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Welcome to the twelfth and final Newsletter for
2025.

BONDI BEACH - Sunday 14 December
2025

Please join me in expressing horror and great
sadness on behalf of the AAL at the appalling

events at Bondi Beach on Sunday, 14 December
2025.

Our thoughts and sympathies are with those who
lost loved ones, with those who are injured and with
those others who have been traumatised in this
terrible attack.

This incident targeted Sydney’s Jewish community
on the first day of Hanukkah. Our thoughts and
support go also to the Jewish community in Sydney
and throughout Australia.

PLANNING FOR 2026
On 9 December 2025 we held the annual events
planning meeting.

The proposals for 2026 include:

o

Australia’s integrity oversight system — a
functional or fancy notion

Judicial Independence: A Comparative Review

Legal education/preparing for practice (with
Professor Michael Legg of the Centre for the
Future of the Legal Profession)

Commonwealth legislative drafting

Institutional well-being for courts and well-
being in the legal profession and in academia

The increasing burdens on trial and appeal
courts, noting recent developments in the law

Regulation of social media and misinformation
& disinformation

“Sovereign citizens”: common problems and
practical solutions for courts.
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If you wish to speak on any of these topics or if you
have another topic please contact the Secretariat or a
member of your local event organising committee.

The Austin Asche oration in Darwin will be given
in 2026 by AAL Fellow Justice Marcus Solomon
of the Supreme Court of Western Australia.

Also, the Patron’s Address will be given in 2026 by
the AAL’s Patron the Hon Stephen Gageler AC,
Chief Justice of Australia.

CONGRATULATIONS

Please join me in congratulating AAL Fellow Dr
Stephen Donaghue KC on his appointment to the
Court of Appeal, Supreme Court of Victoria.

Dr Donaghue’s appointment takes effect on 27
January 2026.

Dr Donaghue has served as the Commonwealth
Solicitor-General from 2017.

GOOD NEWS ABOUT THE AAL’s
DGR STATUS

Fellows may recall that the AAL's Deductible
Gift Recipient status lapsed as at 30 June 2025.

I am very pleased to report that following the
diligent efforts of the Hon Kevin Lindgren AM
KC, the Assistant Minister for Productivity,
Competition, Charities and Treasury, the Hon
Dr Andrew Leigh MP, has very recently written
to advise the AAL that the Government has
announced its intention to amend the tax law to
renew the specific listing of AAL as a DGR for
gifts made after 30 June 2026 and before 1
July 2031.

Renewal of our specific listing as a DGR involves a
change in the tax law, specifically an amendment to
Division 30 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
The deductibility of donations to the AAL is subject
to the amending legislation being passed by
parliament.
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The Government will introduce legislation as soon
as practicable to give effect to its decision.

RECENT EVENTS
When to Sit in Judgment

Recusal of judges on the ground of
apprehended bias

Wednesday, 3 December 2025 — Brisbane

5.15PM-6.45PM Banco Court, Supreme Court
Building, Level 1, 415 George St, Brisbane

In this free public event, the Hon Justice Shane
Doyle, Justice of the Supreme Court of Queensland
and the Court of Appeal, spoke on applications for a
recusal on the ground of apprehended bias, with a
particular focus on the duty to sit.

Commentary was provided by the Hon Justice
Glenn Martin AM Senior Judge Administrator of
the Supreme Court of Queensland, followed by a
Q&A session.

As well as the link to the recording, the two very

informative papers are on the website, as per these
links:

View the recording of the event here

View the papers here: The Hon Justice Shane
Doyle and The Hon Justice Glenn Martin AM

Attention was drawn by Doyle JA to the statement
by Jagot J in QYFM v Minister for Immigration,
Citizenship, Migrant Services and Multicultural Affairs
(2023) 279 CLR 148 at [277]:

“A judge who is subject to a reasonable
apprehension of bias in respect of a matter is
disqualified from deciding that matter. But a judge
who is not so disqualified generally has a duty to
hear and decide the matters assigned to that judge
(referred to as the ‘duty to sit’).

There were approximately 60 attending this very
successful event in person and 70 online.

The chair was The Hon Justice John Bond,
Queensland Court of Appeal.

I thank the speakers and the chair.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Disputes between States of the United
States

10 February 2026 Canberra
5.30PM - ACT Supreme Court

Professor Heather Elliott will speak on her
research on the resolution of disputes between and
among US States, including resort to the US
Supreme Court’s original jurisdiction.

Professor Elliott is Professor of Law at the
University of Alabama School of Law. She is a
former law clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg and to Judge Merrick B. Garland of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.

A flyer will be available soon.

Victorian event 17 February 2026

A “Meet the Fellows” event is being organised for
17 February 2026, to include all Fellows in Victoria.

Details, including the venue, will be announced
soon.
AAL’s new website

The AAL’s new website is now operating. You will
have been sent an invitation from me to log in and
set up your new password, check your details and
view the new site. Here is a link to the new site:

https:/ /academyoflaw.org.au/

Best wishes

I wish all Fellows a safe and restful holiday season.
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Alan Robertson
President
alan.robertson.sc@gmail.com
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