Australian Academy of Law
Patron The Hon Stephen Gageler AC, Chief Justice of Australia

Welcome to the first Newsletter for 2026.

CONGRATULATIONS

Australia Day Honours

Please join me in congratulating the following two
Fellows on their recognition in the 2026 Australia
Day Honours:

Companion of the Order of Australia (AC) in
the General Division

The Honourable Andrew Bell, Chief Justice of
New South Wales for eminent service to the
judiciary and to the law, to legal education and
training, and to the arts as an administrator and
benefactor.

Members of the Order of Australia (AM) in the
General Division

The Honourable Justice Kris Walker, Court of
Appeal, Supreme Court of Victoria, for significant
service to the law and the judiciary, and to legal
education.

Judicial appointments

Also please join me in congratulating the following
two Fellows on their appointments:

Craig Bydder SC was sworn in as a judge of the
West Australian Supreme Court on 17 December
2025. His Honour began in his new role on 5
January 2026.

Justice Ben Doyle, a judge of the Supreme Court
of South Australia, has been appointed to the Court
of Appeal. His Honour will commence his new
position on 19 February 2026.

Full list of new Fellows for 2025

Professor Elisa Arcioni, Professor, Public &
Constitutional Law, University of Sydney Law
School
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Mr Greg Barns SC, Barrister
Mr Tom Blackburn SC, Barrister

Professor Meredith Blake, Associate Professor
and the Deputy Head of School of Law at the
University of Western Australia

Mr Matthew Blunn, the Australian Government
Solicitor

Mr Michael Brennan AM, Managing Partner
Canberra Office, MinterEllison

Dr Marcelle Burns, Associate Dean, Indigenous
Leadership and Engagement, University of
Technology Sydney

Associate Professor Kelley Burton, Discipline
Lead, Law, University of the Sunshine Coast

Mr Craig Bydder SC, then Solicitor-General of
Western Australia

Professor Sharon Christensen, Executive Dean,
Faculty of Business and Law, QUT

Dr Daniel Clarry, Barrister
Mr Kevin Connor SC, Barrister
Dr Pip Coore, Barrister

The Hon Justice Roger Derrington, Judge,
Federal Court of Australia

Professor Alison Duxbury, Professor, Melbourne
Law School, University of Melbourne

Justice Stephen Free, Court of Appeal, Supreme
Court of New South Wales

Professor Paula Gerber, Faculty of Law, Monash
University

Ms Frances Gordon KC, Barrister
Mr Patrick Gunning, Solicitor

Professor Jill Hunter, Faculty of Law, University
of New South Wales
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Associate Professor Dr Danielle Ireland-Piper,
Australian National University National Security
College

Professor Ying Khai Liew, Co-Director of the
Obligations Group and Associate Director (Private
Law) of the Asian Law Centre, Melbourne Law
School

Associate Professor Judith Marychurch,
Assistant Dean — Teaching & Learning, Melbourne
Law School, University of Melbourne

Associate Professor Dr Heather Roberts, ANU
Law School, Australian National University

Professor Matthew Stubbs, Associate Dean
(Research), Adelaide Law School, University of
Adelaide

Professor Janet Walker CM, Distinguished
Research Professor, Osgoode Hall Law School

Professor Ben White, Australian Centre for Health
Law Research, Queensland University of
Technology

The Right Honourable Dame Helen
Winkelmann GNZM, Chief Justice of New
Zealand

Professor Leanne Wiseman, ARC Future Fellow
and Professor in Intellectual Property Law, Griffith
University

Professor Mimi Zou, Head of School of Private
and Commercial Law, UNSW

Photo of the AAL 2025 Essay Prizegiving

I have so far omitted to include in the Newsletter a

photograph of the presentation ceremony for the
2025 Essay Prize. Here it is:

The Hon Alan Robertson AM SC; Mr Zachary Gomses; and
Mr Aryan Mobsen:

The winning entry was [ zarious Liability and the
Trinmph of Form in Bird: Coming Home to Roost?

It was submitted by Zachary Gomes: B Econ
(Hons 1, University Medal), B Laws (Hons 1) (Syd)
and Aryan Mohseni: B Arts, B Laws (Hons I,
University Medal) (Syd).

Our media release is here.

A copy of the winning essay is here.

PLANNING FOR 2026

On 9 December 2025 we held the annual events
planning meeting.
The proposals for 2026 include:

o

Australia’s integrity oversight system — a
functional or fancy notion

Judicial Independence: A comparative review

Legal education/preparing for practice (with
Professor Michael Legg of the Centre for the
Future of the Legal Profession)

Commonwealth legislative drafting

Institutional well-being for courts and well-
being in the legal profession and in academia

The increasing burdens on trial and appeal
courts, noting recent developments in the law

Regulation of social media and misinformation
& disinformation

“Sovereign citizens”: common problems and
practical solutions for courts

The harmonisation of the rules, practices and
procedures of courts in Australia

If you wish to speak on any of these topics or if you
have another topic please contact the Secretariat or a
member of your local event organising committee.

The Austin Asche Oration in Darwin will be given
in 2026 by AAL Fellow Justice Marcus Solomon
of the Supreme Court of Western Australia.

GOOD NEWS ABOUT THE AAL’s
DGR STATUS

Fellows may recall that the AAL's Deductible
Gift Recipient status lapsed as at 30 June 2025.

I am very pleased to report that following the
diligent efforts of the Hon Kevin Lindgren AM
KC, the Assistant Minister for Productivity,
Competition, Charities and Treasury, the Hon


https://academyoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Media-release-AAL-essay-competition-2025-final.pdf
https://academyoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Vicarious-Liability-and-the-Triumph-of-Form-in-Bird-Coming-Home-to-Roost-Gomes-and-Mohseni.pdf
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Dr Andrew Leigh MP, has very recently written
to advise the AAL that the Government has
announced its intention to amend the tax law to
renew the specific listing of AAL as a DGR for
gifts made after 30 June 2026 and before 1
July 2031.

Renewal of our specific listing as a DGR involves a
change in the tax law, specifically an amendment to
Division 30 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
The deductibility of donations to the AAL is subject
to the amending legislation being passed by
Parliament.

The Government will introduce legislation as soon
as practicable to give effect to its decision.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Disputes between States of the United
States - Original Discrimination: How
The US Supreme Court Disadvantages
Plaintiff States

Tuesday 10 February 2026 Canberra
5.15PM- 6.30PM - ACT Supreme Court

The US Supreme Court is famously the top US
appellate court, but the US Constitution also makes
the Court a trial court, giving it original jurisdiction
over, among other things, suits by States against
other States. This jurisdiction remains exclusive to
the Court, making it the sole forum for inter-State
disputes. Yet the Court uses a variety of prudential
doctrines to avoid these cases. While there are good
structural and pragmatic reasons for these doctrines,
their use is almost certainly unconstitutional. Worse,
those doctrines systematically discriminate against
plaintiff States in certain types of inter-State
disputes, depriving those States of a forum and
hindering political resolution of these conflicts.

In this free public lecture, Professor Heather
Elliott from the University of Alabama will explain
the often perverse aspects of the Court's approach
to these cases, the problems that flow from that
approach, and potential solutions.

Professor Elliott is Professor of Law at the
University of Alabama School of Law.

She is a former law clerk to U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and to Judge Merrick
B. Garland of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit.

Professor Heather Elliott

The chair will be the Hon Lucy McCallum, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Australian
Capital Territory.

The flyer is here. Please register.

Victorian event 17 February 2026

A “Meet the Fellows” event is being organised for
17 February 2026, to include all Fellows in Victoria.

The Fellows event will be held from 5.30 pm. - 7 pm.

The venue is Level 16 Conference Room, Federal
Court of Australia, Owen Dixon Commonwealth
Law Courts, 305 William Street, Melbourne.

The evening is mainly an opportunity to meet and
catch up with new and existing AAL Fellows, in an
informal setting. However a number of the new
Fellows will speak for a few minutes each on

topics arising from their recent work that may be of
interest to other Fellows.

If you will be in Melbourne on 17 February and
would like to attend, please RVSP to the Secretariat:
aalsecretariat@academyoflaw.org.au

Tasmanian event Thursday 9 April 2026

I am hoping to arrange a similar event in Hobart on
9 April 2026. Details, including the venue, will be

announced soon.


https://academyoflaw.org.au/events/original-discrimination-how-the-us-supreme-court-disadvantages-plaintiff-states/
http://aalsecretariat@academyoflaw.org.au

AAL Newsletter [2026] No. 1 dated 27 January 2026

London event Tuesday 16 June 2026

Also in preparation is an event on Tuesday, 16 June
2026 for 8:30 AM (informal breakfast), finishing at
10 AM, at 3VB (Three Verulam Buildings, Gray’s
Inn, London, WC1R 5NT).

We are aiming to identify young Australian
lawyers in their 20s/eatly-mid 30s in practice or
engaged as academics in the UK to give
presentations about their work and what they
envisage for the future (10 minutes each), followed
by discussion.

I thank Sir Ross Cranston for proposing this event
and this format.

If you will be in London on that date please note it

in your diary.

Patron’s Address Chief Justice Gageler
Wednesday 28 October 2026 in Sydney

The Patron’s Address will be given in 2026 by the
AAL’s Patron the Hon Stephen Gageler AC,
Chief Justice of Australia. The likely venue is the
Banco Court.

Details, including the venue, will be announced

soon.
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Alan Robertson
President
alan.robertson.sc@gmail.com

0404 850 364
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